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So far as India is concerned, my unadulterated policy
can never harm her, if she adopts it. If India as a whole
rejects it, there can be no harm accruing except to those
who may foolishly pursue it. The correspondent has lighted
upon my strong point when he says: "Mahatma has a won-
derful way of adapting himself to his material." My instinc-
tive knowledge of my material has given me a faith which
cannot be moved. I feel within me that the material is ready.
My instinct has not betrayed me once. But I must not build
much upon past experience. "One step enough for me."

Sevagram, 24-7-540

Harijan, 28-7-1940
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WHAT OF THE 'WEAK MAJORITY'?
Prof. Tirnur of Islamia College, Peshawar, writes:

"The world is indebted to you for revealing to it in these
hard times the hidden values of non-violence. The experiment
which you want to make of defending India against foreign aggres-
sion without the use of arms would be the boldest moral experiment
of all times. There are two possible results of such a course. Either
the conscience of the invaders may be awakened by the love of
the invaded and they may repeat of their sin. Or the proud invaders
may take non-violence as a sign of physical weakness and degenera-
tion, and may think it right to subjugate, rule over, and exploit,
a weak people. This is the doctrine of Nietzsche which is followed
in practice by Hitler. A great loss is involved in such conquest
of the physically weak by the physically strong. A few strongwilled
members of the conquered nation may refuse to own allegiance
to the conquerors, but the large majority always submits and adopt*
servile manners to preserve its existence. Among them may be
found great scientists, philosophers and artists. Genius and moral
strength are not always combined in the same man. The strong
man does not need armies to defend his liberty. He sacrifices his
body to preserve his soul. Such men are, however, few and far
between. It is the weak majority which needs protection. The
question is how to protect it by non-violent methods. This is the